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BLACK CATECHU

Scientific name: Acacia catechu (L.f.) Wild. Synonym: - Mimosa catechu L. f.

Family: - Mimosaceae Vernacular name: Khair; Flowering period: March to September

Key Characters:

A Deciduous, tree, 5-10 m tall. Leaves bipinnate, 24-25 cm long, pinnae 10-30 pairs; leaflets 30-50
pairs, 0.5 x 0.1. cm linear. Flowers pale yellow or greenish-white in spikes, 6-8 cm, long. Pods 8.5-
14.0 x 1.5-2.0 cm, flat, brown, stalked, beaked; reticulately veined. Seeds 3-10.

Distribution: Predominantly in Asian countries

Uses: Catechu wood is tough and long-lasting. It is not necessary to dry it. As a result, it is used to
make wooden poles, weapons, tools, flutes, and boats, among other things. Catechu is used in
Ayurvedic medicine to treat mouth diseases and diarrhea and is also used to improve digestion and
dental health, as well as to improve skin health and bring flavor to the mouth. Catechu powder and
honey are used to clear the throat by reducing phlegm, diarrhea, dysentery, stomachache, and other
symptoms. Catechu is used to speed up wound healing.
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